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TEGUCIGALPA FOR MR. SHLAUDEMAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT :BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: Q'S AND A S ON PANAMA SITU- 
ATION 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM LUERS, ACTING 

FOLLOWING ARE THE QUESTIONS ASKED BY DAVID BINDER OF 
NEW YORK TIMES CONCERNING THE PANAMA SITUATION AND THE 
REPLIES WHICH WE HAVE CLEARED WITH THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
PASSED TO BINDER. 

BEGIN TEXT Q: DID THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TELL PAN- 
AMA LAST SPRING THAT TALKS WOULD RESUME IN SEPTEMBER? DID 
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THE NEGOTIATIONS FOLLOWING THE DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTIONS? 

A: I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE HERE THAT THE UNITED STATES 
REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED TO A SERIOUS EFFORT TO ACCOMMO- 
DATE THE MUTUAL INTERESTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF BOTH THE 
UNITED STATES AND PANAMA. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS 

MADE NO COMMITMENT TO PANAMA WITH RESPECT TO THE TIMING 
OF THE NEXT ROUND OF DISCUSSIONS. FURTHER IT WOULD BE 
INCORRECT TO SUGGEST THAT THESE NEGOTIATING ROUNDS HAVE 
PROCEEDED ACCORDING TO ANY FIXED SCHEDULE PLANNED MUCH 
IN ADVANCE. IT IS CORRECT, HOWEVER. THAT OUR NEGOTIA- 
TORS HAVE EXPRESSED TO THEIR PANAMANIAN COUNTERPARTS THE 
PERSONAL HOPE THAT THEY WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO MEET IN 
THE EARLY AUTUMN. 

Q: DID SECRETARY KISSINGER TELL AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ- 
REVILLA THAT HE HOPED THAT THE U.S. NEGOTIATORS WOULD BE 
ABLE TO GO TO PANAMA "IN THE FIRST DAYS OF OCTOBER"? 

A: I AM UNABLE TO COMMENT ON THIS NOW. 

Q: DID AMBASSADOR BUNKER TELL PANAMA'S AMBASSADOR THAT 
NO DATE HAS YET BEEN SET FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF TALKS? 

A: AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ-REVILLA HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT NO 
DATE HAS AS YET BEEN FIXED FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF TALKS WITH 
PANAMA. I SHOULD OBSERVE THAT, WHILE BOTH SIDES HAVE 
MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS IN THE LAST 2 1/2 YEARS, 

SEVERAL DIFFICULT ISSUES REMAIN. THE UNITED STATES FULLY 
APPRECIATES THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE ISSUES; WE ARE NOW 
DOING THE TOUGH HOMEWORK NECESSARY FOR THE NEXT TALKS 
AND OUR DIALOGUE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA IS CON- 
TINUING. ROBINSON 
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SUBJECT:BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: Q'S AND A'S ON PANAMA SITU- 
ATION 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM LUERS, ACTING 

FOLLOWING ARE THE QUESTIONS ASKED BY DAVID BINDER OF 
NEW YORK TIMES CONCERNING THE PANAMA SITUATION AND THE 
REPLIES WHICH WE HAVE CLEARED WITH THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
PASSED TO BINDER. 

BEGIN TEXT Q: DID THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TELL PAN- 
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AMA LAST SPRING THAT TALKS WOULD RESUME IN SEPTEMBER? DID 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT COMMIT ITSELF TO RESUMING 
THE NEGOTIATIONS FOLLOWING THE DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTIONS? 

A: I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE HERE THAT THE UNITED STATES 
REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED TO A SERIOUS EFFORT TO ACCOMMO- 
DATE THE MUTUAL INTERESTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF BOTH THE 
UNITED STATES AND PANAMA. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS 

MADE NO COMMITMENT TO PANAMA WITH RESPECT TO THE TIMING 
OF THE NEXT ROUND OF DISCUSSIONS. FURTHER IT WOULD BE 
INCORRECT TO SUGGEST THAT THESE NEGOTIATING ROUNDS HAVE 
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PROCEEDED ACCORDING TO ANY FIXED SCHEDULE PLANNED MUCH 
IN ADVANCE. IT IS CORRECT, HOWEVER. THAT OUR NEGOTIA- 
TORS HAVE EXPRESSED TO THEIR PANAMANIAN COUNTERPARTS THE 
PERSONAL HOPE THAT THEY WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO MEET IN 
THE EARLY AUTUMN. 

Q: DID SECRETARY KISSINGER TELL AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ- 
REVILLA THAT HE HOPED THAT THE U.S. NEGOTIATORS WOULD BE 
ABLE TO GO TO PANAMA "IN THE FIRST DAYS OF OCTOBER"? 

A: I AM UNABLE TO COMMENT ON THIS NOW. 

Q: DID AMBASSADOR BUNKER TELL PANAMA'S AMBASSADOR THAT 
NO DATE HAS YET BEEN SET FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF TALKS? 

A: AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ-REVILLA HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT NO 
DATE HAS AS YET BEEN FIXED FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF TALKS WITH 
PANAMA. I SHOULD OBSERVE THAT, WHILE BOTH SIDES HAVE 
MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS IN THE LAST 2 1/2 YEARS, 

SEVERAL DIFFICULT ISSUES REMAIN. THE UNITED STATES FULLY 
APPRECIATES THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE ISSUES; WE ARE NOW 
DOING THE TOUGH HOMEWORK NECESSARY FOR THE NEXT TALKS 
AND OUR DIALOGUE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA IS CON- 
TINUING. ROBINSON 
UNQTE. ROBINSON 
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SUBJECT:BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: Q'S AND A’S ON PANAMA SITU- 
ATION 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM LUERS, ACTING 

FOLLOWING ARE THE QUESTIONS ASKED BY DAVID BINDER OF 
NEW YORK TIMES CONCERNING THE PANAMA SITUATION AND THE 
REPLIES WHICH WE HAVE CLEARED WITH THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
PASSED TO BINDER. 

BEGIN TEXT Q: DID THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TELL PAN- 
AMA LAST SPRING THAT TALKS WOULD RESUME IN SEPTEMBER? DID 
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PAGE 02 STATE 231227 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT COMMIT ITSELF TO RESUMING 
THE NEGOTIATIONS FOLLOWING THE DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTIONS? 

A: I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE HERE THAT THE UNITED STATES 
REMAINS FULLY COMMITTED TO A SERIOUS EFFORT TO ACCOMMO- 
DATE THE MUTUAL INTERESTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF BOTH THE 
UNITED STATES AND PANAMA. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS 

MADE NO COMMITMENT TO PANAMA WITH RESPECT TO THE TIMING 
OF THE NEXT ROUND OF DISCUSSIONS. FURTHER IT WOULD BE 
INCORRECT TO SUGGEST THAT THESE NEGOTIATING ROUNDS HAVE 
PROCEEDED ACCORDING TO ANY FIXED SCHEDULE PLANNED MUCH 
IN ADVANCE. IT IS CORRECT, HOWEVER, THAT OUR NEGOTIA- 
TORS HAVE EXPRESSED TO THEIR PANAMANIAN COUNTERPARTS THE 
PERSONAL HOPE THAT THEY WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO MEET IN 
THE EARLY AUTUMN. 

Q: DID SECRETARY KISSINGER TELL AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ- 
REVILLA THAT HE HOPED THAT THE U.S. NEGOTIATORS WOULD BE 
ABLE TO GO TO PANAMA "IN THE FIRST DAYS OF OCTOBER"? 

A: I AM UNABLE TO COMMENT ON THIS NOW. 
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Q: DID AMBASSADOR BUNKER TELL PANAMA'S AMBASSADOR THAT 
NO DATE HAS YET BEEN SET FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF TALKS? 

A: AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ-REVILLA HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT NO 
DATE HAS AS YET BEEN FIXED FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF TALKS WITH 
PANAMA. I SHOULD OBSERVE THAT, WHILE BOTH SIDES HAVE 
MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS IN THE LAST 2 1/2 YEARS, 

SEVERAL DIFFICULT ISSUES REMAIN. THE UNITED STATES FULLY 
APPRECIATES THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE ISSUES; WE ARE NOW 
DOING THE TOUGH HOMEWORK NECESSARY FOR THE NEXT TALKS 
AND OUR DIALOGUE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA IS CON- 
TINUING. ROBINSON UNQUOTE ROBINSON 
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